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The Ending of the Novel Sula
Our life is an apprenticeship to the truth around every circle can be drawn and that every end is a beginning. In life there are times when we think that certain things are over, but their end marks the beginning of other similar things. This can be linked to the scene that is followed after Nel Green goes to visit Sula’s grandmother. It is in this scene that Nel learns that the secret that she had kept with Sula was known by Eva (Novak 185). Upon realizing that their secret was known to a third party, Nel feels unhappy and leaves the nursing home at once. This is a form of circles and circles of sorrow since Nel might have thought that with the death of Sula then their secret will be buried in the grave of unknown. But it turns out to be the opposite. Many are the times in life when we think that once a person whom we had kept a secret with dies, then the secret can be forgotten once and for all. 
The circles and circles of sorrow could be referring to the kind of life that the black people lived in the US. From the novel, it can be noted that there were areas that were specifically reserved for blacks and those of the whites. The Whites picked on the best lands while the blacks were left to live in the lands that were considered to be of no worth for the Whites. In the story, one of the White bosses asked a black slave to work hard chores for him after which he will ensure that the slave gets a fertile land for himself. After having worked for all this while, the white master resulted to allocating the black slave a piece of land that could not be farmed. “Palaces are … not up in the steep-hilled bottom (Morrison 93)”. The piece of land was located at the top of a hill and was always under erosion such that no farming could take place there. This could be used to symbolize the circles and circles of sorrow. 
The ending of the novel depicts something else together due to mixed reactions from the way the story is narrated.  At the start things seems to be taking a wrong course since everything seems to be going wrong. By the end of the novel Sula has died and even most of the Bottom’s residents have also lost their loved ones. Therefore, there is some kind of loneliness that has occurred to all the people. Those who are left like Nel cries for the loss of her friendship with Sula. This cry opens up a lot of questions regarding what the future was holding for her. It is at this point where we learn that her cry has “no bottom and it has no top, just circles and circles of sorrow (Morrison 73)”. This kind of thinking about circles and circles brings about the perception that Nel cannot find relief from her sorrow now that Sula is gone. This could mean that the future holds no good for Nel since her friend is now gone and her life might even get darker and darker.
As the story wraps up, it appears that Nel’s sadness has already faded. Nel’s sadness towards Sula was justified as Sula had stolen her husband. However, Nel seems to be putting the past behind and let go of whatever happened between Sula and her. This is the point where optimisim seems to have kicked-in in the story. Many are the times when people wrong each other and get bad with each other. This is allowed since it hurts more so when a close friend wrongs the other. In this case, Sula had wronged Nel by stealing her husband. Nel turns out to have forgiven and forgot what had happened in the past and resulted to mourning and missing her friend. This is a clear indicates that friendship endures more than any other thing in live and more so in the novel.
The ending might have been coined in such a way that it challenges people to reconsider what friendship and forgiveness really mean. Many are the times when we feel offended by others and get mad due to their actions. However, we should reconsider our distaste for others. The ending of the story does not seem to be a happy one in actual sense but Nel seems to have finally got the release she has been looking for in the past. Therefore, the ending rises mixed reactions; pessimism and optimism. 
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